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Dear Humza, 
 
Appointment process for the Chair of the Scottish Police Authority 
 
Thank you for your letter of 23 June.  In your letter you seek the Justice Committee’s 
views on a proposal to give the Committee input into the appointment of the Chair of 
the Scottish Police Authority (SPA). 
 
You propose that a nominated member of the Committee be included as a member 
of the selection panel. In addition, you propose that applicants selected at the 
shortlisting stage will then have a discussion with selected members of the Justice 
Committee, outwith core Committee business. 
 
You indicate that this second element does not meet the requirements of the Ethical 
Standards Commissioner’s Code of Practice and, if agreed, would require you to seek 
an exception. 
 
The Committee remain of the view that there should be wider engagement in the 
appointment process to address concerns about the influence of Scottish Ministers 
in the appointment of the Chair of the Scottish Police Authority. This was the 
unanimous view of the Justice Committee in its post-legislative scrutiny report on the 
Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012.  
 
However, it is essential that the appointment process meets the key principles of 
openness, transparency and accountability. The process also needs to adhere to the 
requirements of the Ethical Standards Commissioner’s Code of Practice. It would be 
inappropriate to depart from those. The appointment process should separate out  
those who appoint the Chair from those whose role it is to scrutinise their work and 
that of the SPA. 
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Therefore, the Committee cannot endorse the process outlined in your letter, as it 
does not meet these essential requirements. There are processes in place for other 
appointments, that meet those tests, which the Committee would urge you to 
consider.  
 
The Committee appreciates that a solution needs to be found and are keen to assist. 
Should the Scottish Government choose a legislative route to amend how the Chair 
is appointed, the Committee would look to prioritise scrutiny of any legislative change 
proposed. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 

 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
 


